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Narrabri Gas Project Community Consultative Committee  
Meeting 41 – November 2019 
 
Action Item 41.1_Response to CWA Questions to Santos received out of 
session on 14 October 2019  
 
Question: 

 
Response: 
In Queensland some landholder bores were completed in coal seams.  The most recent Qld 
Underground Water Impact Report (UWIR) identifies that, of the landholder bores predicted to be 
impacted by the gas industry, 80% are completed in the target coal formations.  While these issues 
are being managed by make-good arrangements in Queensland, the target coal seams for the 
Narrabri Gas Project are hundreds of metres (generally 500 metres or more) below landholder 
bores.  The risk of the Narrabri Gas Project impacting on landholder bores is low.  
 
Santos’ priority is to identify a beneficial reuse for the brine.  If a beneficial reuse can’t be secured, 
the salt will be disposed of off-site at an appropriately licensed facility in accordance with regulatory 
requirements. Analysis of the produced water shows it would classify as general solid waste, with 
contaminants significantly below relevant thresholds.   
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Santos has collected baseline air quality data for the Narrabri Gas Project area prior to production 
commencing.  The CSIRO and GISERA have also studied emissions from wells in both Queensland and 
New South Wales, including wells in the Narrabri Gas Project area.  The CSIRO reported around 3 
grams of methane per minute from wells.  Emissions from wells are minor, a very low risk to health, 
and significantly smaller than methane emissions from other land uses. 
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