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Response 

The Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) for projects, including the Narrabri 

Gas Project, require that an assessment of cumulative impacts be undertaken. NSW Government 

policies, legislation and guidelines provide guidance for undertaking cumulative impact assessment 

for projects, for example for air (Approved Methods for the modelling and assessment of air 

pollutants in NSW), noise (Noise Policy for Industry and the former Industrial Noise Policy), social 

(Social Impact Assessment Guidelines) and water impacts (Aquifer Interference Policy and the Water 

Sharing Plan framework under the Water Management Act 2000). 

 

Santos provided an assessment of cumulative impacts in its Environmental Impact Statement, as 

required by the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs).  This included an 

assessment of the cumulative impacts of the approved Narrabri Coal Mine and other mines in the 

area. In the case of the Narrabri Coal Mine, the groundwater modelling includes cumulative 

drawdown impacts from the approved mining operations. Concerns over cumulative impacts were 

raised in submissions, with Santos providing a response to these issues in its Response to 

Submissions Report and Supplementary response to submissions. The Department will carefully 

consider the issues raised in submissions and the information provided by Santos in its assessment 

of the merits of the project.   

 

In relation to the Narrabri Stage 3 project, the Department recently issued SEARs requiring 

Whitehaven to assess cumulative impacts, including approved and/ or proposed mining and 

petroleum development in preparing its EIS for the project as guided by relevant NSW Government 

policy, guidelines and statutory requirements. In particular the assessment undertaken for the 

Narrabri Coal Mine would need to assess cumulative impacts as a result of depressurising the 

targeted coal seams as a result of the proposed extension to longwall mining. Similarly, the Vickery 

Extension Project currently under assessment was also required to consider cumulative impacts of 

other approved or proposed projects.  
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