
 

 
 

 

Reference: 26.2 - Information in relation to Santos water monitoring bore surface 
locations in Australian Height Datum (AHD) 
 

Request: 
 

In the EIS (Appendix G4 – Water baseline report) Table 4-1, the Hydraulic 
Head for the monitoring bores/wells is given as AHD (Australian Height 
Datum), that alone is enough to cause many people to give up. AHD is the 
height above sea level. If people want to know the SWL (Standing Water 
Level) in the bores/wells, they need the ground level AHD, and this is not 
provided. 
 

Background: Table 4-1 lists the 50 groundwater monitoring bores that constitute the 
baseline monitoring locations for groundwater hydraulic head in the 
Narrabri Gas Project area.  
 
The table contains a simple statistical summary of the spread (minimum 
and maximum values) and central tendency (mean and median values) of 
measurements of hydraulic head in each bore. 
 
Additional information on the screened intervals of the bores is contained 
in Appendix C of the EIS and hydrographs for individual monitoring bores 
listed in Table 4-1 are presented in sections 4.1.1 to 4.1.3, and the locations 
of the bores are shown in Figure 3-1 to Figure 3-3 in Section 3 of the EIS. 

Response: 
 

The National Mapping Council has adopted the Australian Height Datum  
(AHD) as the datum to which all vertical control for mapping is to be 
referred. AHD is the common geodetic datum for altitude measurement in 
Australia. 
 
Where reference is made in the tables included in the Narrabri Gas Project 
EIS to mAHD, the value represents the height of the groundwater (in 
metres) above approximate mean sea level.  
 
Santos’ objective is to monitor water levels over time against the previous 
water level measured and the AHD measurements facilitate this monitoring 
effort.  This is consistent with other water modelling and reporting 
frameworks.   
 
Santos monitoring is not correlated for water levels relevant to surface.  
However, there are commercially available data sources which can provide 
AHD data for surface locations across Australia.  
 

Briefing Officer: Neale House 
Manager, Environment and Water 
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