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Regulatory approvals overview 

EP&A Act (State) 

Part 5 (REF) 

Activities allowed without consent (under 
Mining SEPP) 

Require approval from Resources Minister  

- e.g. 5 or less wells within 3km radius 

Part 4 (SEE) 

Development consent required from Council 

- e.g. camps, logistic centre 

Part 4 (EIS) 

Development consent for SSD required from 
Planning Minister  

- e.g. more than 5 wells within 3km radius        

EPBC Act 
(Commonwealth) 

 

Required for 
significant impacts 

on Matters of 
National 

Environmental 
Significance 

 

- Nationally listed 
threatened     
species and 
ecological 
communities 

- Listed migratory 
species 
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Assessment process (REF) 

 

 

 

1 
• Initial desktop investigations and scout 

2 
• Detailed environmental surveys  

3 
• Prepare REF with input from specialists 

4 
• Submit REF to Office of CSG 

5 
• Office of CSG and Government agencies assess REF 

6 
• Further information may be provided 

7 
• Office of CSG approves REF, with conditions 
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REF preparation  

 Site scout includes ecological, environmental and 
archaeological specialists 

- Micro siting to avoid/reduce impacts 

 

 REF includes specialists reports such as: 

- Ecological assessment 

- Cultural heritage assessment 

- Agricultural impact study 

- Groundwater assessment (if relevant) 

 

 REF sets out: 

- Details of the existing environment  

- Potential impacts described and category assigned 

- Mitigation measures and commitments 
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REF Guidelines  

 REFs must address the NSW Government’s Environmental 
Impact Assessment Guidelines and include: 

- Activity description 

- Site/property description (land use, existing infrastructure) 

- Stakeholder consultation  

- Access arrangements  

- Other approval requirements 

- Impact assessment (environment and community) 

- Ecological and cultural heritage assessments 

- Mitigation measures including rehabilitation commitments 
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REF example: Contents  
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REF example: Contents  
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REF example: Commitments 
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REF example: Commitments  
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REF example: Approval  

 

 

 


